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BEATRICE ALEMAGNA

ON A MAGICAL
Do-NOTHING DAY

HARPER

An Imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers



Here we were agadin. Me and Mom

in the same cabin. The same forest.
The same rain. Dad back in the city.
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Mom sat atther desk, H
quietly writing, while
| destroyed Martians. -

3

as just pressing th i

| wished Dad were here.

{



“What about a break from your game?” Mom growled.

“Is this going to be another day of doing nothing?”

She was right. There was nothing | wanted to do.
Except destroy Martians.

| found it, as usual,

and went outside . . .

She took the game out of

my hands and hid it, as usual.
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was hiding from the rain.







At the bottom of our pofh, I saw some flat
rocks in the pond.

The rocks were round—

the Martians. | wanted'to jump on then

crush them.







in a hurricane.

| had nothing to do.

7

ike rocks were hitting me.
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I was a small tree trapped outside

Without my game
in felt |

The ra




Just then, there were four lights, and four huge snails appeared.

“Is there anything to do around here?” | asked them.

“Yes, indeed,” they told me.

| reached out and touched their antennae—as soft as Jell-O.
It made me smile.




So | followed them down a path and

found dozens of mushrooms. The air was
so damp. | knew the smell from when |
was small—my grandparents’ basement.
My cave of treasures.

| felt a sense that there was
something special close by.

That | was surrounded.
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kernels
and berries touched my fingers

’

where a thousand seeds and pellets

7

roots

grains,

and hands. An underground world full of

treasures that | could feel!




strainer and blinded me.

| thought | heord the beat of drums from far away,

I looked up cf’riﬁe’ sky. Sunbeams fell down

through a giant
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| felt filled up with energy and began running fast.

So fast, | fell down the hill.




de down: The wholS Werkt o

o
Q
Tis)




| climbed a tree and looked out
as far as my eyes could see.

rank the raindrops like an

imal would.

| breathed in air until my lungs
were bursting.

| noticed bugs I'd never seen before.

| talked to a bird.

then | collected smooth stones as clear as glass

and watched the world shining through them.

Why hadn’t | done these things
before today?



Soaked to my bones, | ran

inside the house, took off my

coat, and looked in the mirror.

Ohhh! | thought | saw my dad

smiling at me.




My mother was there, still writing, but now she “Oh! You’re soaked. I'll dry you”

looked different—like one of the creatures outside.

She took a towel and brought me to
the kitchen.

| felt like giving her a big hug. | wanted to tell her what |
had seen, felt, and tasted outside in the world.




We just sat in the

ked at each other,

ed in the delicious
hot chocolate.

at’s all we did.

ical do-nothing day.
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Bray Library
Comic Club

Vita Coleman,

Wicklow County Council Library Service, Ireland.
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Creative Ireland gcuntas diomhaoin >
Erogramme the dormant WilCKLOW

accounts fund ENDLESS OPPORTUNITIES



Bray Library
Comic Club

is an anti-perfectionism comic making
group for Dyslexic children aged 10-12.




Bray Library
Comic Club

is an anti-perfectionism comic making
group for Dyslexic children aged 10-12.

We build self-esteem through reading
for pleasure, critical thinking, raucous
debate and making comics.



Bray Library
Comic Club

This project was funded by the Dormant
Accounts Committee and took place over a 9-
week period beginning in October 2022. In
March 2023 we started an afterschool comic
club, and this is funded by Creative Ireland.



The problem

Concern about self-esteem, anxiety and
mental health was the highest rated
challenge in the 2021 Dyslexia
Association of Ireland (DAI) members
survey.

.J dyslexia

ssociation of ireland

Dyslexia in Ireland 2021 - Members’ Survey
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Department .
Wellbeing

Research evidence Reading for pleasure is correlated with
on reading for increased wellbeing.
pleasure

Education standards research team ) )
..only reading and enjoyment and

attitudes have a relationship with mental

National
[%irfcy J National Literacy Trust research report
May 2012 wellbeing, while reading skill is not a
significant predictor.
Mental wellbeing, reading and writing Clark and Teravainen-Goff, 2018

How children and young people’s mental wellbeing is
related to their reading and writing experiences

Christina Clark and Anne Teravainen-Goff

September 2018



Wellbeing

Reading for pleasure is correlated with
increased wellbeing.

Our library had many skills-based
supports for Dyslexic people, but nothing
in place to support this group reading for
pleasure rather than attainment.
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Wellbeing

Reading for pleasure is correlated with
increased wellbeing.

Our library had many skills-based
supports for Dyslexic people, but nothing
in place to support this group reading for
pleasure rather than attainment.

Rather than a race to read the most
words, we decided to spend a very long
time reading and thinking about a few.
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Dyslexia is a specific learning disability,
with no link to 1Q.



Cvz You always
try to be the
BoSS of Evervbod!!

GE NDE R,
DnSCRlMNKI':ON'

They won’t let me
Work with Them

"

Besides We

‘cuz Tm a GiRL! |

T S ——

GilberT and R;co |
A |_and Drake!!! |

Pilkey, 2021

Dyslexia and comics

Dyslexic people are often visual
learners, who are most comfortable
with small chunks of text.

Vocabulary in comics is precise, concise,
and rich (Jaffe, 2014).



we’re sorre, Daddy!

We won’t €; ght
anYmore.

We'll be Loving and|

Kind from now on.

Pilkey, 2021

Dyslexia and comics

Dyslexic people are often visual learners,
who are most comfortable with small
chunks of text.

Vocabulary in comics is precise, concise,
and rich (Jaffe, 2014).

Images are used in a complex way in
comics: sometimes underscoring, and
sometimes undermining.



IMMACULATE HEART COLLEGE ART DEPARTMENT RULES

EIND A PLACE ST AND THEN
RUIC 1 RIS TR AWHILE.

RU]. L e O A STUOEN TEACHER
PULL B/ERYTHII\FU SR Y R B AR < TOBE

RU1 GENERAL DUTIES OF A TEACHER:
€ 3 PULLEVERYTHING OUT OF YOUR STUDENTS.

RU. £ 4 CONSIDER EVERYTHING AN EXPERIMENT.
BE SELF DISCIPLINED. THIS MEANS

Rule D EINDING SOMEONE WisE OR SMART AND

TO BE DISGIPLINED 18 TO FOLLOW N4 GO00 WAY

TO BE SELF DISCIPUINED IS TO FOLLOW IN A BETTER WAY.

NOTHING IS A MISTAKE. THERE'S NO WIN AND
RUIC 6 NO FAIL THERE G ONLY MAKE .

Rule 7 The only rule is work.

WORK T“WILL LEAD TO SOMETHING.

YOU
21O M e
TSTHEP Eopug TRy SR ON 1O THINGS.

Rule8 2o\1 7m0 ceame anp anavese arve.

BE HAPPY WHENEVER YOU CAN MANAGE
RUIC Q) ENIOY YOURSELR TS LIGHTER THAN ¥ Vol

"WERE BREAKING ALL OF THE BULES. EVEN
RUI@ TO GUR GWN RULES AND HOW DO WE DO THAT?
B L EARNG PLENTY OF FDON FOR X QUANITIIES" TN Cae

HELPFUL HINTSALWAYS BE AROUND COME OR GO TO EVERY-
%N& ALWAYS GO ANYTHING YOU CAN GET

SAVE EVERYTHING ITM HT CCBA?E%RE lle{YLATERN
THERE SHOULD BE NEW RULES NEXT WEEK.

Kent, 1967

The vision:
anti-perfectionism

Rule 1: Find a place you
trust, and then try trusting it
for a while.

Rule 6: Nothing is a mistake,
There's no win and no fail.
There's only make.



The mission

to reframe reading and
writing as creative and playful
activities




The starting point

eDyslexic ADHDer Author

comiC CLug

PeRSPECT ves

eRelevant themes
eComplex storytelling
*Self contained chapters
*Phonetic spelling

e oadsa jokes




The plan

* 9 weeks

e 1library

e 1author

e 1 artist

e 20 children

e 3schools
e 1 graphic novel
* 1 project




Step 1

Ensure all adults involved fully
understand the vision of anti-perfectionism.




Step 1

Ensure all adults involved fully
understand the vision of anti-perfectionism

Step 2

Remove the idea of an audience/critic.




An environment which fosters the
mindset that it is valuable to try and use
decoding skills to capture your word
phonetically, is more valuable than the
environment which says there is only
one correct way to approach a spelling.

Dyslexia Association of Ireland 2023



The comic is not

the outcome, the
experience is the
outcome.

Self esteem has improved noticeably... This
newfound confidence has since remained in the

children even while back in a whole class setting.
Scoil Ui Chéadaigh

Confidence - students have gained in confidence. More
engaged in English lessons in class. Some have started
their own comics.

Ravenswell National School

| loved the way each of them have had a really
positive experience of the library and are much
more likely to call in or borrow a book.

St. Peter's National School



What would have made the programme better?
Honestly it was perfect.

Eadaoin, Special Education Teacher, Scoil Ui Cheadaigh National School
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Next Library Conference 2023

#Queeringthelibrary

Lessons learned from working
with queer communities

Debbie Wallers & Tim Leik

Central and Regional Library Berlin

<




WHY WE HAVE CHOSEN TO WORK WITH QUEER
COMMUNITIES?
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Community is
strongly
represented in
our libraries
district

Queer hostility
is not only a
problem in Berlin,

but worldwide
because of
I undemocratic

| currents
= (relevance)

69



WHY WE HAVE CHOSEN TO WORK WITH QUEER
COMMUNITIES?
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We want to
provide a
platform for the
urban society -
also for
marginalized
groups

Queer people

face

discrimination
i every day, so we
 aim to provide a
%> safe space

70



HOW DOES OUR PROGRAM OF, BY AND FOR QUEE
COMMUNITIES LOOK LIKE?

) HINREIE
QueerFenster

QueerWindow

zlb“

71



#1 QUEERWINDOW

Visibility for queer

organizations and their
content
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QueerFenster

QueerWindow

ﬂgml ERA LESN“g%FS
-II

elt, Liebe, |
2’ ffnung
& QUEER AUF RUSSISCH S s | || DER
s 4 S L - : a vl
I = AS T CK | o
. 2 i - ¥ R i | ;
t T —
/ I ) 2 I [
1 |
III ““““““““““ : : \
|h > Ay e 1
7 (0 1
"‘ — |
e
0] 4 F I)' |

Queere.V. - SPINNBODEN

Lesbenarchiv und Bibliothek Berlin

QUEER
'l‘g‘wl{l{li‘x’
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#1 QUEERWINDOW
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#2 PRIDE WEEKS

Pride flag in front of the
building and 15 flags in
the office windows

Our library building

showing an

¥ architectural gesture
.. of solidarity
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www.zlb.de

#3: EUROPE CHALLENGE - # QUEERINGTHELIBRAR

International project

E initiated by the European
Culture Foundation
7 Public Libraries in 7

The European Countries
One common Key-
Europe Question

Challenge

*
X puBLIC democratic European
(o] @ (] * LIBRARIES 2030 society Cultural
CONNECT. INNOVATE. ADVOCATE. Foundatlon

Participating Libraries:

L pokii wimjiniens olye e B 4

BIBLIOTECA
JORDI RUBIO | BALAGUER DE KROOK

LS

Zlb“ 75



www.zlb.de

#3: EUROPE CHALLENGE - # QUEERINGTHELIBRAR

D How can citizens or a
community (co)-shape
The the European public

Europe space in and with
Challenge

libraries?

Partners:

*
X puBLIC democratic = European
(o] @ (] * LIBRARIES 2030 society Cultural
CONNECT. INNOVATE. ADVOCATE. Foundatlon
Participating Libraries:

L pokii wimjiniens olye e B 4

BIBLIOTECA
JORDI RUBIO | BALAGUER DE KROOK

A
76
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#3: EUROPE CHALLENGE - # QUEERINGTHELIBRAR

Step 1: Call for Step 3: Final Selection of
Participation three Community-Teams

O O O

Step 2: Jury consiting of
community members
choosing from a wide range

of proposals “

\ ”
/

/ e
x

zlb“



EUROPE CHALLENGE - COMMUNITY TEAM #1

| Magazine of
tin* for tin*
people

Tin* =
trans*, Inter¥*,
non-binary

e Issue #1
Jena Samura, Biba Nass, Elnaz Farahbakhsh, 20.11.2021

Charlotte Milsch, Lorena BolRRe

© 9
L N
| S 78



EUROPE CHALLENGE - COMMUNITY TEAM #2

| "Mehr-Blick”

34 Gender focused

\i 1”' —_—e, perspectlves N
o s-_‘ g
N | childrens books

79



EUROPE CHALLENGE - COMMUNITY TEAM #3

/ Oyoun

Cultural Center

working on projects

through decolonial,
J& queer * feminist and

%3 migrant perspectives

‘ Community-driven
archive for queer
culture

zlb“

80



EUROPE CHALLENGE: CHALLENGE AT THE
BEGINNING

Visibility



EUROPE CHALLENGE: CHALLENGE AT THE
BEGINNING #1




EUROPE CHALLENGE: LESSONS LEARNED #1

The library must always
_ be aware of the goal of
transferring power of
‘__ interpretation to the
~ community during the
' ongoing process and, if
_& © hecessary, put its own
>\ expectations on hold.

83



LESSONS LEARNED #2

The project shows
that in our case the
library worked
very well as a safe
space for the
queer community.

84



LESSONS LEARNED #3

A diversity-sensitive
orientation must not be
limited to a single (public)

Il field of action - such as the

vevent program -, but must
also extend to other

- (internal) areas - such as the

85



LESSONS LEARNED #4

In collaborations with the
queer community (or other
marginalized groups)
aspects such as long-term
basis and the scope of
cooperation play a crucial
role in order not to be

86



LESSONS LEARNED #4

The creation of a safe
space in the library for
Wy ¥ the queer community
T T requires specific

’ implementation

" measures, for e.qg.
awareness-security, non

87
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WELTWASSERWOCHE 2019:

DIE BREMER EXPERTENORGANISATION BORDA REALISIERT INNOVATIVE SANITARLOSUNGEN

Das braune Gold der jordanischen Wiiste

VON ANNETTE WACNER
ic kennen voeder Greta Thunberg
die

mmmmunhumnmh@_mwmwnm mﬁmsﬂﬁsmlﬂh&&m

Haus am Stadtmnd entdecken sie eine offene
i mit Palmwedeln ab-

ltere Frau vors Haus. Salka Al Broon ist die
enste von zwel Bhefraven, gemeinsam haben

sie neun Kinder. Die fltere Frau holt den Was-
serbedarf for die gesamte Sippe dreimal im
Momat xu Fuf bei einem entfernten Nachb
Mit einem auf thren Rocken

am.

. Zehmliterkanister luft sie o0 oft hin und her,

Kompetenzen obtlhsaudm&pu't:
for Hydrologie und Okaol inder

20!6&:&mmr‘:‘ﬁl‘gm things-
camp Azrag mit aufgebaut. Bamawi ist Stadt-
phnerin. Sie strahlt: Wirl'anﬂ:n&lohk

MMMWmfm
Xennen wir mal thre Totlette sehen? Entsor-
gen Sieawch komrekt?, ist cine delikate Sache.
B&m@ldzﬂuda—'l’mﬂmmf
beschadigte Anlagen nach. Neben einemn

bis das blawes00-Liter-Fass vor dem Haus ge-
fulltist. Salha Al Btoon ergreift die Hand ihrer
Kleinen Tochter: Jch schime mich micht, dass
wir uns micht vor Beten waschen ktin-
nen. Wir haben ja kaum genug Wasser zom
Trinken" Das Abwasser aus ibrer landestygi-
schen Hocktoilette in cinem Verschlag auBer-
halb versickert direkt im Wostenboden.
Mdﬂﬁﬁmﬁhnglandnlnmuder
& ten Wed iner offemsicht-
li:nlsv?mu“#:n vorbei. Die Blat-

ter tropfen noch vom Bewitssern. Nach fanf
Hauwsbesuchen und Au| ngspesprachen

ist klar: Die Wasser- und Sa ng
istextremungleich verteilt. Und den meisten
Einheimischen ist nicht bewusst, welche fa-
talen Folgen ihr sorgloser

ser haben kana. Mohammad

informiert, dass die jordanische

eine i for die Ce-
mldebanﬂlﬂluldsdw‘klbﬂtsphﬂc
geben Dana Bargawi berichtet, dass im

kleiner Park ent
stehen
Wasserspiegel in der Oase wieder steigen, so-
dass Fische und | zurdckkommen.

Die Alteren, die sich an froher erinnern, la-
cheln. Enst wardie Oasenstadt Azraq ein Na-
mrplndumuunﬂnz‘dlmdh\e
ter grofen See, un von weithin

pﬂ.ndmﬁ, w-ummlgm

Unzahlige Fisch- und Vogelarten
)nc'm Hause. Nicht chne Crund mudn:ne

Llwru!mknblmvwnmd 100 [abrenin
Doch 1990 war die Oase

er&?;mﬂwggx&mﬁm

Borda - Hilfe aus Bremen

hh'nchlﬂndnhsmdhdndlu

wardan ksnnan. lhren Anfang naben die sani-
tre Emtwid made In

cht. Firanziort wird die

A v Bords e adirem s Wit
des Bundesministariums fir wirtschaftiiche
Zmdﬁ Landes Bramen, dor
Swiss Devalopmant und dor Bill & Malinda
Gates Foundation. AWA

aur noch verblichene historische Fotos ent-
lang des schmalen Bohlenru der
durchs hobe Schilf fakrt. Unter den

ist nur vertrockneter, aufgesprungener Boden

xu sehen. Erst am Ende taucht ein beackiger
Kkleiner See auf.

Nur 300 Meter entfernt findet man eine
Ursache for den drastischen Abfall des Grand-
wasserspiegels: Vor eines privaten Wasser-
Vink s i Tikwmaaaediamer el
wird gerade einTr befolit.
Sind Sie Deutsche? Der junge Chef tritt 13-
chelnd aus dem Schatten einer grofen Palme.
Ererzahlt, dass erseinem fritheren
ber, dem Technischen sein Wissen
Ober Brunnenbohrungen und seinen Wohl-
stand vesdankt. Stolx weist er auf die beiden
blitzblank geputzten Mercedes-Tanknstwa-
gen. Auf die Gberraschte F ob er direkt
nd:endenas'zgnde-ﬁue ern
und verkaufen darfe, antwortet e, nicht min-
dertiberrascht: .Naodmh. Mir gehon dieses
Stock Land. Und das Wasser darunter”

ewasserung tigt Staatssekretar
Ali M. Subah, dass ﬁsﬂpﬂe le!knbe
sitzer kein tsel, scaden

egierung
anno mswtaihzlm-smhﬂe.dm
drohe Subah bejaht, dass Jor-
danien in einem Teil seiner xwolf Wasserme-
servoirs bereits mit einem Ful im Trocknen

mien braucht innovative Ideen, um Abwasser

ser” aus Toiletten ebenso wie das graue Ab-
wasser” aus Waschbecken, Duschen und den
fonfmal pro Tag vor dem Gebet genutzten
Wascheinr der Moscheen.

Staatssekretar Ali M. Subah lichelt an-
erkennend xum Borda-Team hingber: Wir
brauchen simple, einfach zu wartende Anla-

ﬁelﬁ:mhniﬂ:ﬁdﬂl lznbduﬁ:

Hu'ben, keine komplizierte kost

spdqe Inden letzten m)lhl!n
h(louhnznrtl eld in High-Tech- Anlngn
wverloren, die bald schon irreparabel waren.”
Subah ist vom Fach, wurde von der Bundes-
anstalt fir Geowissenschaftes und Rohstoffe
in jordanien zum Ingenieur ildes.
Bu'!lu: sei besonders versiert darin, die lind-
che Bevolkerung nachhaltig in Entsched-
dungsprozesse cinzubezichen.

93 Prozent der jordanier sind Muslime, der
Islam ist ihre Staatsreligion. Wann immer die

nfvmﬁ, "Ebt das Fat-

niern R«n»

Verzehr der
geernteten
Produkte

ist halal*
Hassan Abu Arqoub

liche Obst- und Cemsefelder bewisser will,

mgudanm.mﬂ nmld.u.obdu

dieses Projekt for
hr.lm(vu‘bazn)dshhl(ahlﬁl)hll

Deren Pressesprecher ist Scheich Dr. Has-

san Abu Amoub, ein Erbe-

mhaw:dqumhn Fartschrit-

scheen habe man schon varvier jahren gege-
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4 N Il GLOBAL COLLECTION |
TO BE CONTINUED !!

| Please bring a typical toilet
. utensil that is used nowadays
or was in the past. - Could be
» basic outfit in your country

» manage malodours
- » add extra comfort etc.etc.
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