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Bray Library 
Comic Club

Vita Coleman,

Wicklow County Council Library Service, Ireland.



Bray Library
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is an anti-perfectionism comic making 
group for Dyslexic children aged 10-12.



Bray Library
Comic Club
is an anti-perfectionism comic making 
group for Dyslexic children aged 10-12.

We build self-esteem through reading 
for pleasure, critical thinking, raucous 
debate and making comics.



This project was funded by the Dormant 
Accounts Committee and took place over a 9-
week period beginning in October 2022. In 
March 2023 we started an afterschool comic 
club, and this is funded by Creative Ireland.

Bray Library
Comic Club



The problem
Concern about self-esteem, anxiety and 
mental health was the highest rated 
challenge in the 2021 Dyslexia 
Association of Ireland (DAI) members 
survey.



Wellbeing

Reading for pleasure is correlated with 
increased wellbeing.

..only reading and enjoyment and 
attitudes have a relationship with mental 
wellbeing, while reading skill is not a 
significant predictor.

Clark and Teravainen-Goff, 2018
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supports for Dyslexic people, but nothing 
in place to support this group reading for 
pleasure rather than attainment.



Wellbeing

Reading for pleasure is correlated with 
increased wellbeing.

Our library had many skills-based 
supports for Dyslexic people, but nothing 
in place to support this group reading for 
pleasure rather than attainment.

Rather than a race to read the most 
words, we decided to spend a very long 
time reading and thinking about a few.



Dyslexia
Dyslexia is a specific learning disability, 
with no link to IQ.



Dyslexic people are often visual 
learners, who are most comfortable 
with small chunks of text.

Vocabulary in comics is precise, concise, 
and rich (Jaffe, 2014).

Dyslexia and comics

Pilkey, 2021



Dyslexic people are often visual learners, 
who are most comfortable with small 
chunks of text.

Vocabulary in comics is precise, concise, 
and rich (Jaffe, 2014).

Images are used in a complex way in 
comics: sometimes underscoring, and 
sometimes undermining.

Dyslexia and comics

Pilkey, 2021



The vision:
anti-perfectionism

Rule 1: Find a place you 
trust, and then try trusting it 
for a while.

Rule 6: Nothing is a mistake, 
There's no win and no fail. 
There's only make.

Kent, 1967



The mission

to reframe reading and 
writing as creative and playful 
activities



The starting point

•Dyslexic ADHDer Author

•Relevant themes

•Complex storytelling

•Self contained chapters

•Phonetic spelling

•Loadsa jokes



• 9 weeks
• 1 library
• 1 author
• 1 artist
• 20 children
• 3 schools
• 1 graphic novel
• 1 project

The plan



Step 1
Ensure all adults involved fully 
understand the vision of anti-perfectionism.



Step 2

Step 1
Ensure all adults involved fully 
understand the vision of anti-perfectionism

Remove the idea of an audience/critic.



An environment which fosters the 
mindset that it is valuable to try and use 
decoding skills to capture your word 
phonetically, is more valuable than the 
environment which says there is only 
one correct way to approach a spelling.

Dyslexia Association of Ireland 2023



The comic is not 
the outcome, the 
experience is the 
outcome.

Self esteem has improved noticeably... This 
newfound confidence has since remained in the 
children even while back in a whole class setting.
Scoil Uí Chéadaigh

Confidence - students have gained in confidence. More 
engaged in English lessons in class. Some have started 
their own comics.
Ravenswell National School

I loved the way each of them have had a really 
positive experience of the library and are much 
more likely to call in or borrow a book.
St. Peter's National School



Éadaoin, Special Education Teacher, Scoil Ui Cheadaigh National School
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Kalambaka Library



Kalambaka Library



American Farm School



American Farm School



Regional Police



Regional Police



Monastic Community



Monastic Community



Monastic Community



Suitcase Tours



Suitcase Tours



Woodcarving School



Woodcarving School



Tele to Micro



3D



3D



Robotics



RoboticsRobotics



Robotics



A Safe Place
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#Queeringthelibrary

Lessons learned from working 

with queer communities

Next Library Conference 2023

Debbie Wallers & Tim Leik

Central and Regional Library Berlin
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WHY WE HAVE CHOSEN TO WORK WITH QUEER

COMMUNITIES?

Community is 
strongly 
represented in 
our libraries 
district

Queer hostility 
is not only a 
problem in Berlin, 
but worldwide 
because of 
undemocratic 
currents 
(relevance)
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WHY WE HAVE CHOSEN TO WORK WITH QUEER

COMMUNITIES?

We want to 
provide a 
platform for the 
urban society -
also for 
marginalized 
groups

Queer people 
face 
discrimination 
every day, so we
aim to provide a 
safe space
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HOW DOES OUR PROGRAM OF, BY AND FOR QUEER

COMMUNITIES LOOK LIKE?
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¼ of the Place 
is for Berlin 
communities
or Projects. 

#1 QUEERWINDOW

Visibility for queer 
organizations and their 
content
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¾ Changing
media
presentations

Changes
every 3 
months

#1 QUEERWINDOW
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#2 PRIDE WEEKS

Pride flag in front of the 
building and 15 flags in 
the office windows

Our library building 
showing an 
architectural gesture 
of solidarity
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#3: EUROPE CHALLENGE - #QUEERINGTHELIBRARY

International project 
initiated by the European 
Culture Foundation
7 Public Libraries in 7 
European Countries
One common Key-
Question
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#3: EUROPE CHALLENGE - #QUEERINGTHELIBRARY

How can citizens or a 
community (co)-shape 
the European public 
space in and with 
libraries?
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#3: EUROPE CHALLENGE - #QUEERINGTHELIBRARY

Step 1: Call for
Participation

Step 2: Jury consiting of
community members

choosing from a wide range
of proposals

Step 3: Final Selection of
three Community-Teams 
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EUROPE CHALLENGE – COMMUNITY TEAM #1

Magazine of 
tin* for tin* 
people

Tin* = 
trans*, Inter*, 
non-binary
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EUROPE CHALLENGE – COMMUNITY TEAM #2

”Mehr-Blick”

Educational work 
related to childrens
books. 

Gender focused 
perspectives in 
childrens books
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EUROPE CHALLENGE – COMMUNITY TEAM #3

Oyoun

Cultural Center 
working on projects 
through decolonial, 
queer * feminist and 
migrant perspectives

Community-driven 
archive for queer 
culture
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EUROPE CHALLENGE: CHALLENGE AT THE

BEGINNING

Security Visibility
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EUROPE CHALLENGE: CHALLENGE AT THE

BEGINNING #1
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EUROPE CHALLENGE: LESSONS LEARNED #1

The library must always 
be aware of the goal of 
transferring power of 
interpretation to the 
community during the 
ongoing process and, if 
necessary, put its own 
expectations on hold.
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LESSONS LEARNED #2

The project shows 
that in our case the 
library worked 
very well as a safe 
space for the 
queer community. 
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LESSONS LEARNED #3

A diversity-sensitive 
orientation must not be 
limited to a single (public) 
field of action - such as the 
event program -, but must 
also extend to other 
(internal) areas - such as the 
staff or the service 
infrastructure.
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LESSONS LEARNED #4

In collaborations with the 
queer community (or other 
marginalized groups) 
aspects such as long-term 
basis and the scope of 
cooperation play a crucial 
role in order not to be 
accused of tokenism
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LESSONS LEARNED #4

The creation of a safe 
space in the library for 
the queer community 
requires specific 
implementation 
measures, for e.g. 
awareness-security, non 
binary facilities etc.
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Questions



LUNCH
BE BACK FOR IGNITE

AT 13:30
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