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Mint Lesestunde: STEM reading hours – Eva Skirlo & 
Gamze Mandaci – Berlin / Germany

Language Loving Libraries – Kristin R. Vilhjálmsdottir –
Denmark / Iceland

Jobflow – Dylan Blok – The Netherlands

The Democracy Conversations Series – Claire 
Dannenbaum – Eugene / Oregon / USA

Future of Europe in Public Libraries – Ilona Kish - EU
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STEM reading

session
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S cience

T echnology

E ngineering

M ath
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STEM READING SESSION

Read exciting stories Explore STEM topics
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IDEA

Reading Foundation
Germany

Large telecommunications
company
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EFFECT



w
w

w
.z

lb
.d

e

30. Mai 2023Eva Skirlo & Gamze Mandaci                    NLC           

WHY LIBRARIES?

Boys don´t like to
read? 

Girls don´t like 
science?
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WHO CAN DO THIS KIND OF EVENTS?
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HOW?
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WHERE?
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HOW OFTEN?
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HOW TO CHOOSE A TOPIC
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HOW TO CHOOSE A TOPIC
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HOW TO PLAN IT
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OTHER TIPPS?
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age-appropriate

realization
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EXAMPLE - SAFARIOLOGY
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EXAMPLE - SPACE
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EXAMPLE - INSECTS



w
w

w
.z

lb
.d

e

30. Mai 2023Eva Skirlo & Gamze Mandaci                    NLC           

EXAMPLE - SURFACE TENSION
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VISION
Pictures from Noun Project:

1, 2, 15: Vinzence Studio 

3: Egon Låstad, Alé Yánez Valarino

4: Peter Parničan

5: Zach Bogart

6: Nikita Kozin, Alé Yánez Valarino

7: WEBTECHOPS LLP

8: Becris, Left Martinez, Pericon Design, Dave Robson

9: Justin Blake, flamingo

10: Alina Oleynik

11, 12: Chaiwat Kinkaew, Bethan Mitchell, Mindworld, mynamepong

13: rendicon

14: keenicon, Anna Sophie

20: Nikita Kozin, Alé Yánez Valarino
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• interests
• ideas
• opinions
• professions
• passions
• skills
• knowledge

Ideas on building language bridges
in library work:

• Apps like Say Hi

• ChatGBT

• Dualanguage books

• Plurilingual citizens

• Library resources and colleagues 
around the world!

















• Dualanguage books

www.kulturkompasset.dk
kristin@kulturkompasset.dk

http://www.kulturkompasset.dk/
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What’s up with democracy?



Democracy is more like 
a verb than a noun.



Black cowboys in Houston protest the death of George Floyd and police violence ©Reuters



Brian Wertheim/Unsplash



Attack on US Capitol, January 6, 2020 ©Thomas B. Costello/USA Today



Attack on US Capitol, January 6, 2020 ©Brent Stinton/Getty Images



Damage after Capitol attack, January 2020©Frank Thorpe/NBC



Why is the government 
forcing us to get vaccinated 

for Covid?

What happens when 
your freedom limits 

my freedom? 

These people 
believe in 
fantasy!!

Who cares?

What?! How can a state 
law deny me rights to

my own body?

… But they 
aren’t real
Americans!



Facebook’s election misinformation “war room,” Oct 2018 © AP Photo/Jeff Chu



White nationalist and neo-Nazis march in Charlottesville, VA 2017 © Alejandro Alvarez



Racist sign in café window, c1947. Oregon Historical Society.





Women’s March on Washington, January 21, 2017 ©Sarah Silbiger/Bloomberg



"I teach organic chemistry. I never thought I 

would be leading a discussion about the 

authority of the Food & Drug Administration 
to approve Covid vaccines."



Eugene Oregon, December 31, 2019.



Eugene Oregon, December 31, 2019.



the Democracy 
Conversation series

Lane Community College
Eugene, Oregon · USA



Democracy may not exist, 
but we will miss it when it's gone.

— Astra Taylor



Democracy may not exist, 
but we will miss it when it's gone.

— Astra Taylor



Thank you! 
Tusind tak!

Claire Dannenbaum, MA MLIS

dannenbaumc@lanecc.edu
https://library.lanecc.edu/staff/claire-dannenbaum
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Future of European 
Public Libraries



3 topics

• Digital

• Sustainibility

• Democracy



What we talk 
about when we 
talk about…

• Narrow the focus

• Identify current best practice

• Develop a common language

• Vision for 5-10 years

• Recommendations and future 
action



Digital Skills 
and AI



Misinformation online

• Misinformation - “false information that is spread, regardless 
of whether there is intent to mislead.”

• Disinformation - “deliberately misleading or biased 
information; manipulated narrative or facts; propaganda.”

• Fake News - "purposefully crafted, sensational, emotionally 
charged, misleading or totally fabricated information that 
mimics the form of mainstream news"



Shaping Europe’s Digital 
Future

Digital solutions that put people first

These digital solutions will

• open up new opportunities for businesses

• encourage the development of trustworthy 
technology

• foster an open and democratic society

• enable a vibrant and sustainable economy

• help fight climate change and achieve the 
green transition



Europe as a 
global leader

The European Union will

• aim to become a global role model for the 
digital economy

• support developing economies in going digital

• develop digital standards and promote them 
internationally

Benefits of the EU’s digital strategy

• The EU’s digital strategy will benefit 
European citizens, businesses and the 
environment.



Digital camp –
Gent February 
2023

• AI

• Digital innovation

• Digital citizenship

• Digital sustainibility and 
democracy



Sustainability







Valongo – ‘bio-
libraries’

Community project out in nature



Libraries role?

IFLA trend report update 2019  - An 
environmental reckoning 

“Climate change brings new threats 
to libraries and teh communities 
they serve, forcing radical 
adaptation in order to avoid 
disaster.”



Citizen 
Engagement



A new 
paradigm



Unique qualities 
of libraries?

• Open access?

• Trust in institutions –
eroded elsewhere

• Space for public 
discussion and debate?

• A place to counter 
discrimination?

• A place to combat 
misinformation?



Lisbon October 
2023



Societal Challenges

• Societal fragmentation - loneliness

• Continuing functional and digital illiteracy

• Breakdown of trust in public institutions

• Polarisation of opinion groups



Thinking ahead

• Capacity of library professionals 
to deliver on multiple demands

• Supply vs demand



Bringing it 
all together

Democracy

DigitalSustainability



Questions
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