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Introduction to the Pedagogy of Play

Why have playful learning in libraries

What does playful learning look like in a library
How can librarians promote playful learning
How to learn more
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Chapter One

Why have playful learning
in libraries




Play supports learning



Play supports learning: Research evidence

Ethology

Evolutionary biology
Neuroscience
Developmental psychology
Educational research












Recall a person you know or know about who you
might call a playful learning: someone who takes risks,
explores the unknown, is collaborative, and finds joy in

these efforts at work, at home, or in their
neighborhood.



Niels Bohr

A playful physicist




Recall a person you know or know about who you
might call a playful learning: someone who takes risks,
explores the unknown, is collaborative, and finds joy in

these efforts at work, at home, or in their
neighborhood.



Chapter Two

What does playful learning
look like in a library
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Playful learning is universal and culturally determined



Chapter Three
How can librarians promote

playful learning



Practices to Promote Playful Learning

Empower learners to lead their own learning
Build a culture of collaborative learning
Promote experimentation and risk-taking
Encourage imaginative thinking

Welcome all emotions generated through play
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What are we
supposed to do?

| don’t know how to
build.

-Adam






A PEDAGOGY
OF PLAY

Supporting playful learning
in classrooms and schools

https://pz.harvard.edu/projects/pedagogy-of-play



